


T his is Down the Xylem number two, being, the mailing comments on the SAPS mailing 
of Winter 70/71, number 94; Spring 71, number 95; and early Summer 71, number 95.5 
It is produced by Gary H. -Labowitz with a little help from my friends. A :

Well, here I sit with mixed:emotions about that extra mailing (95.5). That 
sure is nice of Doreen to do that isn’t it? Why didn’t I think of just sending 
my zine to her late and hope for the best. No, I have to figure that it is better 
to get ny zine out to.the members and make up the difference in the next mailing 
(by being on time).

Guess, what! I'm-still working on the 94th mailing! * r

is. Hey! is there music to "Letter to Jesus" or am I free to make up my own? Actually, 
as I read it I was .making up music along with it. This is a good song — I may work 
it up on guitar. If those of us who make music have tape recorders should we send 
talking, singing tapes to one another? - •

April? Gosh, Chaucer liked April. How does it go? "When the sweet showers 
of April fall and shoot / Down through the drought of March to pierce the root, ..."

As far as your Jacob's Ladder goes I found this remarkably interesting. However, 
I was under the impression that women were fertile for several days a month. Where 
did you get that 24 hour figure?

I have read some Graham Greene and found him deadly dull; that was in college. 
? tried an installment of Travels in Playboy and didn't like it either.

. Rotations I wonder if you are a quote collector? My brother reads
stuff and jots down (on index cards) lines he finds perceptive or witty. He 
has a whole box full. They are fun to read through sincethey are in random order. 
Sn™ ft??, doing this^for years. Plan ahead. ' He is also-W compulsive stamp collector. 
From early youth he has been tearing stamps off envelopes and storing them away in 
shoeboxes. All stamps, not just commemoratives and like that. He keeps each type in 
a separate envelope. I bet he has hundreds and the common variety six cent by now. 
Of course, it seems less funny when I glance through his stock and find several 
^dr®^ °£ the old two cent Washington’s. He could start a lot of kids out in the 
hobby if he wanted to. . । H

As for minac; I try to use the previous mailing(s) as a springboard for 
At the.Same J1”1®’ 1 do try to have some original comments and games and 

stuff in a separate section of the zine. After all, the various discussions on 
any topic must start somewhere. Funny thing though; I don’t sit there trying to

Page!’ ‘ ?athefA 1 find myself trying to keep the material down. >'■- 
And then, having sent out an 18 page issue get no credit for it. I don’t quite 
foH°w the reason -- just some sort of perversity in the organization. I don’t see 
why credit_shouldn t be given for publications produced solely for SAPS. It’s not 
as if I pub out a genzine (which I do) and sent it through SAPS to get credit. This 
zine is .produced solely for SAPS (though I send a few copies out to close friends).' 

v„„r T??! "lS" 1 f0,”d ®ysslf sMling - wel1 done- Thank you foryour efforts on our behalf. .

My apologies to the remainder of the mailing. I’ve read it — but I will push 
onward to:
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MAILING 95

• > ( (Aside to Markstein: • ask At 3^ About the APL^* Programming Language) 
printing element for the 2741 (same tolt/rotatecode As^electric); it has most 

.math, symbols on it. Also many of the logical symbols." 'And some Greek letters. 
It is used at remote terminals calling up the APL time-sharing system, or bv 
users running the APL program in-house.))

7sL:;x -KUrr -v

This tome I’m going to read the Spectator" f&stT 'Hmmm ... yes ..deadline is 
Ok, since this is typed May 25 I presume I have plenty of time. What’s 

all this crap about me being on the IMMORAL roll? I think that "Toilet roll" is 
stupid and juvenile. If a member needs a certain number of pages to meet his minac 
it should merely be noted by his name in the roster. Like, that’s the way adult 
organizations do it. Toilet roll indeed. At least if you’re going to indulge 
in this sort of thing stop copping out and call it the "Shit list."

The Tattered Dragon Strikes Backl: Very interesting. Just how long has this 
series been going on, anyway. I have an old Tattooed Dragon (from 1957) wMnh as 
I remember was distributed through FAPA. I'm almost sure that's where I got it 
since that would be about the time I was in last time. It isn’t for FAPA 

it was oust a pub you can let me know. Anyway, your zine strikes me as being 
patterned after that Rotsler zine. It is ins 't it? And if so, has there been 
a ±ot of these sent through the apas? You were late, weren’t you?

,your Juxtaposition of topics gave me a little chuckle. Talking 
°ne 5reath 111611 mentioning speed freaks in the next gave 

here i^the Pjn-transformation runs through a game we play occasionally
here in the family. I first heard it played on the BBC overseas broadcast late 
one morning. It was called Ping-Pong and played in teams, there. Here, it’s 
everybody for himself. Here’s how it goes:

4slarts saying any word that he cares to. The next person must 
say a ,word that 1) rhymes with the previous word, or 2) bears some logical relation' 
to the previous word. No one may use a word that has already been used in the 
current game. On the radio they had a judge and a little clock (tock-tock-tock) 
that gave each team member five seconds to come up with a word. And it really 
got. exciting. Also, my enjoyment of the broadcast game was heightened because the 
players were clever word-players, which is really the point of the game. As you - 
vow a*8** thinking along the lines that it suggests and just when it’s
your turn the guy ahead of you switches the thought-track by treating the last 
word as a homonym.

give yon. an example: Milk, butter, cheese, smile, camara, film, 
eve op, grow, shrink, drink, sink, ship, anchor, cankor, sore, boor, tore, rent, 

tear, swear, profane, propane, gas, car, automobile, bus, truss, pain, g^n,

This is an actual game, by the way, between me and my wife (who’s up there
1 8it h6r® typing). I just pressed her'into service 

so that the, example would be like the regular game. You’ll notice we both junnj 
ground with opposites and similars, but sometimes we get onto a rhyming siring. The 
•™a FAST* She started, and my responses are the even-positidned ones
OrDQVw •

Your calendar, hmmm. Does it have anything to do with- spice travel?
Does it go backwards? Is it in octal? Is it bigger than a breadbox?

n e _ Concerning, the 10/12 pitch typewriter debate: I can’t see why IBM doesn’t offer 
a selectric that could change pitch with the flip of a switch. I believe there’s only 
a single gear wheel that controls the spacing. Of course, there’s economics in there somewhere.



This is getting embarrasing;; I haven’t even finished reading your zine and 
I gpt a chilly feeling up my back that 1‘ve already spent (wasted) more room than 
I should on your zine. Look at all those-other zines lying there. Goshi is this 
issue of Down going to be that big?

^’Y6 t11® opposite approach to letters vs. mailing comments. By forcing
3,7 letters before starting on SAPS mailings, and with the SAPS 

g there next to the typer nagging me to get.busy, I’ve managed to
M letters all finished in .order to get to this thing. If I did it the other 

way. round I'm sine that I’d never.get to the letters. And some of them were over 
a month old. It’s very hard target around to all the things one has to do... Rigit 
now I’d much rather be upstairs practicing the guitar, but I guess I can do that 
later after everybody has gone to bed. I try to get in at least an hour each night. 
4 °’ A*® ^gj”1 w°rking at the piano again and that has to be done while the family 
is up, Chopin being so LOUD, you know. -

As I think of it, I now feel that I could probably sit down and do two pages 
or so each evening -- this making my SAPS zine a 40 page monster every mailing(leaving 
me time to run it off and staple). However, even if I stuck to this schedule I’d

^^ave ^e mailings kept at four a year. This bi-monthly kick is a 
If you have time to do that much fanac you’re not doing the necessary 

mundane things you should...  J
J . Vt .V'. / '■

For example^you obviously don’t own a house. With:all the fixing, mowing, 
etc* a house takes you have to be very devoted to get in 

3 oncp-in a while. And then there’s the various school-type affairs you
^t Ragged into once in a while: meet the teacher, see a play. Fun and Fair day, etc. 
The cnic association comes next (I’m treasurer of mine), and things life the •

B°+ S2°UtS ?r 80ine8uch ar® always looking for someone to work (I drive 
v^ri?us outings). Then there’s family stuff like planning visits 

answering letters, originating them). -I also in»a to ii 1* 18 '^(that^S
when 1 £et the darkroom for a little printing session ESINS' there ar. so. many bo^ato^rdd” SL’J”

Jn(.wOT??xrS>’ ^ttle P”88 t*8™ people send you for review,etc.
J coSTS S t^ d «•» a pill that would ellmtaata the: need fhr sleep.

But a bi-monthly deadline would kill me.
It really isn’t'reasonable to ask someone who uses grass or who is on crass 

o make a.judgment about it; ..True, it may be extremely harmless but it just isn’t 
‘’t*0 the object~ofthi measurment. An impartial

observer, making the normaQ. statistical checks would be the way to do it. susneot 
however, that the topic of‘^s has gone so far to pot Sa-h^ that an imoLST ’ 
it eaThIsZ°Sa Se^ Maybe 311 3116X1 from another plane t^uld^do

- 1116 only deference I notice is that they change color when they drink water.a Anyway, I’m pretty high myself as I type this and as vou 
wS*SSSL„J**^ enotigh- of a change for you to notice AnyTHing :

o n g with my gLimpsmorke......wheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeel
Just foolin’, folks!

Your comments on MENSA go for me too. I’ve known several members, and we’ve 
teaethe^Jd8?1?^8 ”°re interesting to get a bunch of capable minds

—£ A -



On the othe r hand, my conversation with some MENSA members has been a real 
pain in the ass. Pardon, that’s "arse." I don1 t own an ass. Anyway, tMy don’t 
really discuss a topic; they play mental gymnastics — you knew ala Dr. Berne. 
We'll be sitting there discussing the current political scene ("It stinks") and 
one of these very extra special minds makes some remark about Nietzsche and then 
a second jumps in with ^Yes, but in the 16th Century feudal states .... a and so 
forth* Now, don't get me wrong. Nietzsche is peachy and so are feudal states, but 
it's a switch in the topic just for the purpose of showing how clever you are, not 
to contribute anything to the topic under discussion. I like to talk about something 
and talk about it. Not everything I know at once. Sure, conversations drift a bit 
and change focus, but the kind of topic changing I mean is giant leaps. Talk about 
brilliance!

I’d rather sit down with some ordinary Joe and discuss baseball (which I know 
very little about) than to go through a PhD oral in Everything.

Naturally, all the above is some of the MENSA people. But any organization 
that is founded on the idea that the members are brilliant is going to attract a 
lot of the "brilliant" people I’m talking about. Bah!

What’s this business about metals decomposing eventually. And glass not. 
I always thought the various metals were elements (you know, like Gold). If that’s 
the case, what do they decompose into — protons and neutrons. That implies tW- 
the atomic forces aren’t all they’re cracked up to be. On the other hand glass is 
a compound, made of silicon and lead and other impurities. Can’t it decompose into 
its component elements? If not, why not? Just what do you mean. I'm not, repeat 
not, a chemist and I am asking seriously. You see, this could be an 
topic. ’

? j •• ■ ?:

1 knew something about physics and the limiting velocity 
oi light theories. You ;mention something about newer theories suggestjng that 
ftl travel is possible. Please, if you have this info at your fingertips (without; ; 
a lot of complicated formulae) I'd be very interested. I know some of Einstein’s 
theories have been coming under attack lately. I hadn’t heard anything about them 
breaking down, however. On the other foot, I don't spend a lot of time reading 
physics journals either.

Twelve pages wouldn't be enough if I had made it in time — yes?

, Hi® 3?^®®^ of prayer; this is a very misunderstood item. Lots > of people 
have the feeling that prayer is like a one-way telephone chat with God. You know, 
?x’ hoY 5re you* frying to be good, please send money, etc. This is only 
half right. If you dig it, it is supposed to be that one-way telephone chat; but 
i is strictly illogical to "ask" for things, and especially ask for intervention 
from a higher power on your behalf.

Consider: if you ask for some material thing, or a bettering of your position 
over someone else you are not just asking for something, you’re asking God to take 
something away from another. Of course, you could just shrug and say Well, ^haf 
other guy was bad, so he’s being punished.^ But he might be praying too. Do two 
payers cancel out?

Also consider: if God is perfect (our "Western" idea of God) then He (or She, 
for you Woman Libhyists) cannot change, for change implies imperfection. I mean, 
something can’t change to something it wasn’t before unless it wasn't what it 
changed to before.— that means it lacked something, it didn’t have some quality or 
attribute before it changed — and thus, it was imperfect. Therefore, God ^arm** 
change, and therefore He cannot interfere in the events of Man. ?



There are a couple of answers to this. You might say God exists in eternity 
and we exist in a temporal existence. Since our inodes of Existence are different 
the "W?.s" don’t operate the same way for God and us. Of course, I contend that 
this it doesn’t really matter what you do then; this way lies Fatalism.
Or you could say that God isn’t the way we have pictured Him in the Western world; 
rather. He is more like humans, changing and swayable, only differing from us in 
that He always makes the "pious” decision and is incorruptible, doesn’t age and 
can’t die.

Discussing this with a Jesuit (actually, there were a couple of others sitting 
around, but they defered to him since he was head of the Theology Department and

Divinity degree) we eventually got around to the point where he 
admitted that I had him on the horns of a dilemma and that the only answer he could 
give was one based on faith. He then gave me an answer from St. Thomas Aquinis 
which I cannot fault. It is from the topic "The Efficacy of Prayer" and in which 
the Good Doctor explained that the purpose of prayer was to incline the person 
praying toward an attitude to accept whatever happens. That is, it is a release 
of pent-up frustration, anger, pain, and doubt and an admission on the part of the 
person praying that there are indeed powers and effects over which he has no control 
whatever. The person praying generally promises tb strive to do the best he can, 
to realize his limitations, and to trust that what does happen will.be the best 

expect at this time. The faith thatj-S needed to accept what appear 
to be harmful, painful, outcomes now in order to Savor a better, eternal happiness 
2a£eg must be deep. I guess that’s why so many prayers are of the "gimme, giimne, gunMB variety* ;

. — J1?1”2 J° col?dense "hat is a very complex topic, without all the technical '
Sen “^ted to make it a little easier to discussjif- you see lots 

of little nits and semantic problems, please give me the benefit of the doubt.
! 1 discussing religion; as far as I am concerned it is a dead-end for 

into^i^^6?^?^ °"th® technical level. Everything I’ve presented above fallfl 
into the area of Philosophy. Or at least I’ve tried to keep it there. *

Of course, if you want to discuss Philosophy and tear me apart, g° But 
wh?t the "Good 3opk" says about prayer and I pass. I’m not a Biblical 

scholar (and strongly suspect you aren’t either) so I won’t getdragged into that.

I’m curious about something else, too. Whenever I go flying off like! did

J m And yet 1 realize that T Could just as easily 
talk for the other side (and sometimes do) since I happen to ni™, a good debate.
I always try to-be consistant and hide my personal feelings bn the subject. Of course

SoP^the^S2h+° 111 ^2 ^^al-functioning aspects of my personality,
to’ta? a^ittle S^nfli?+“e: y°* z,» Who out Jhere is willing .
uo ury a little personality analyse?

t0 8176 blc°d, for similar reasons to yours. When I was Aid^^^^01, rites I damned near fainted while waiting for the elevator

j-ooKea pale. I felt fane. I suppose incomedire emergency I would eive« but
as long as they get it from others who are capable of giving it, I pass. *

vou :^d lor^ here la*011 Page 5 and plenty more to review. I better finish with 
.. ...................  Bang} .

will.be


rS^e^Wis tte’LST^v 2/1! J™ •“

two weSs nw a new job 311(1 have ^n on it for

FtTO^™ s^u*r ^£.2^ >«• Xm

sure now if I’l^hav^th^tlne t/re/lt «+ ^°-fee ^j° ^s tssue» tut l'» not 
puzzle, but not the conventional kind. M^hrmerarr^nn^nT^'t^r3^^ member after this mailing and stick it in iJJi/ tv ! good I‘11 still be a 
own little zine, which I must get out before t£ l/g ' F’srhaPs I use it in my ... .. 

a doct^s^™^? ^erTfiSrStofL^r^ is ^iS a ;
somewhere (just recently but^can't^Am^bo^?,^11 written. There was an article 
discusses the castrated  ̂rSers^of Chin? Thi^Ti ^^Y®®7 Cayilier?) that 
be familiar withi ■ I beli^X c^e^er?^ topiC y0U’d

I sti!^^ ±dea °f Cable 17 was rauch different from what you discribe 
from cabS^V an?6!?6^301716 Tather far-reaching changes that will come about

St1! SX™Ue reSSSX ret® “f to

XfS * h%e°X» '
the a Wf •

2n“ £s£st °f then hard spot-

the Southeastern US) waFlast seen^1?^?! variety found in
it for it’s plumage '' Ok so now -i??922’ wa^ ®JterncLnated by man, who hunted

EtrKS “
■ i^^t^

are destroyed by nova and burnout. That’s the universe, folks? 13611168

ix”iSI=;^should be up to fifty pages nezf 1



Well, I’ve just run off the minimum stuff I had onto stencil and I just 
realize that ye old dragon has somehow got me listed as oweing eight pages. 
Naturally, I have sever. So, regardless ofwhatever else I had planned to 
do tonight (put m a ground system on my amateur radio equipment) I will 
go ahead and stencil and run the fun aind games department. Read on.
FUN AND GAMES DEPT.

,, , was made UP by me for your edification. I hopethat once you’ll understand it, you'll like it. It is a somewhat different 
ype of puzzle in that the definitions are not simply asking for an unknown 

4.3° degree ^y ^piy the answer, rather than specify it.
definition" is a pun for the correct answer. Sometimes the 

WF^+m?^8^18 311 anagra5 of a of 1116 words 111 the "definition." 
definition bears some sort of sense to the answer. The answers can be words, phrases, abbreviations, etc.

For example: 53 • Across reads "A small flat in TaaHaa m tn?ia+Bn
“SJ?6 a "pad." However, in this™ “mLw "snail’ for “P’rtnent. If Sere's any response

I’ll publish the answers next issue.

ACROSS
1. Hangs around the river and cries a lot.
3- Where a lot of teas come from.
5« How the Consuls split the workload.
7. What an ist believes in.
9. Inky aid in a bottle.
11. A very small number.
13- A promise, whenbroken, leads to a hot fight.
15. Wha' happen to the capon? 'e killed itl
16. Bounce back from a knockout. That's right,
17- Stay out of this is you’re prone to catch colds in Asia.
19« Just the opposite of making up secret writing.
21. Most new football heros start out this wav.
22. Help! I’m all asea.
9? Ioung was to Pass the salt,,but he stopped here anyway.
24. A gale at sea makes the little plants grow.
26. Where all the rejected politicians want to be.
27. Prison garb made him famous', and vice versa.
28. These fish were never coal minersT
30. A part of much that’s Greek.
31» Take a deep breath and pretend it's fresh.
32. The morning newspaper editions always start out this way.
33« A junior executive can still be this.
34. The breeze made him ache. (Sounded like it, anyway.)
36. Some regret is lacking for this bird.
38. He couldn't hear, so said this.
39• Fruity musicians playing together.
40. Fire became plentiful.
41. A month you're allowed to eat anything.
42. An obvious confession.
43. Used to plow at a wake.
45. I am an eccentric with a compulsion.
47. We make up the whole country.
48. see 51. Across.



ACROSS (cont.)
49. If I didn't know better I’d think this was a- pair of cattle.
51. Nannette is backward and needs a reprimand.
52. A kind of committee in Italy.
54. A small flat in London.
55. Someone in Maine.
56. When the brandy's gone, this is always left.
57• Something wrong? No, she was just divorced.
DOWN - ' • '

1. One who plugs up a fan?
2i When you have half of this you have none.
3. The N. Y. Times uses this to see if the news they print fits.
4. Send for Superman. Lois is in a grain elevator!
5- The way some students enjoy their extracurricular activity.
6. A small town out West.
8. Try to be a little quiet.
10. Take your time when on the stand.
12. It isn't either! 2 ‘
13. Don't let this get on anybody.
14. Is religious or isn't. Depends on how you look at it.
15« Some of the shortest sales pitches on record.
18. Sounds like some sea animals are hunting for you. • ’
19* This takes a long time.
20. Stick a ball in one of your pockets.
22. A short nun might be called this. • *
25. One of the things you need to know when all at sea.
27. 1Yhen they have lunch at the convent. (It's a pun.)
29. He stammered a backward reference. , (
30. Look at the music. Take a deep breath. Now, what's the third thing you 

do when you sing a scale? .
34. Initially, those who heard you wondered at the reason,
35. A French Author made us mad.
37* A slippery fellow.
38. In the army, you must listen.
41. Some women don't want these, they want to be these.
44. Some kind of motive for acting crazy.
46. A number of little Indians. .
49. Part of a gallery opening — it's art!
50. Some papers don't put as much in an extra as they used to.
52. A kind of radio that still is. - •
53* see 49. Down. What? Again? . L
54. Is this where it is really? ‘




